
742 May 11 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

But I’m also going to say, as plainly as I
can, we won’t conserve our way to energy
independence. We must also increase supply.
It’s in the consumer’s interests that we do
so. The more supply there is, relative to de-
mand, the less the price will be.

And I believe that we can have exploration
and sound environmental policy go hand in
hand. The only thing I know to do, sir, is
to tell the truth the way I see it. And we
can play like there’s not an energy crisis or
hope there’s not a problem. There is a prob-
lem, and there’s a problem that’s going to
confront this Nation. And my job as the
President is to take the problem on and pro-
pose the solutions I think necessary to solve
the problem. And again, I repeat, it’s a com-
bination of good conservation and an in-
crease in supplies. And I believe we can do
both.

And so, I think most of the American peo-
ple understand that. Thank you.

Yes.

Japan
Q. Mr. President, Japan’s new Prime Min-

ister, Junichiro Koizumi, has accepted your
invitation to visit the United States as early
as possible. He now enjoys very good support
of more than 80 percent, mainly to his strong
commitment to economic reforms in Japan.

The President. Yes.
Q. Mr. President, now are you more opti-

mistic about the future of the second largest
economy of the world, or are you still very
concerned?

The President. Well, I am concerned, but
I am optimistic when I read what the Prime
Minister has said about reforms. Now, I be-
lieve he’s a man who is intent up on reform-
ing the system. I had a good visit with him
on the telephone. I look forward to meeting
him in person. I look forward to discussing
ways in which our important friendship can
remain strong. And I look forward to hearing
from him what he and his government intend
to do to reform the system.

Japan is a very important partner of the
United States. And it’s not only an economic
partner, but it’s an important partner to keep
stability in the Far East. It’s important for
us to work closely together, and I look for-
ward to meeting him soon. And I’m confident

we’ll have a very good dialog when I’m able
to do so.

Thank you all very much. Have a very good
weekend.

NOTE: The President’s sixth news conference
began at 2:04 p.m. in the James S. Brady Briefing
Room at the White House. In his remarks, he
referred to United Nations Secretary-General
Kofi Annan; Judge William H. Webster, former
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation, who is
leading the espionage investigation of Special
Agent Robert Philip Hanssen; and President
Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria.

Memorandum on Cooperation by
Vietnam in Accounting for United
States Prisoners of War and Missing
in Action
May 11, 2001

Presidential Determination No. 2001–15

Memorandum for the Secretary of State
Subject: Cooperation by Vietnam in
Accounting for United States Prisoners of
War and Missing in Action

As provided under section 610 of the De-
partments of Commerce, Justice, and State,
the Judiciary and Other Independent Agen-
cies Appropriations Act, 2001, as contained
in the Consolidated Appropriations Act for
FY 2001, Public Law 106–553, I hereby de-
termine, based on all information available
to the United States Government, that the
Government of the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam is fully cooperating in good faith
with the United States in the following four
areas related to achieving the fullest possible
accounting for Americans unaccounted for as
a result of the Vietnam War:

1) resolving discrepancy cases, live
sightings, and field activities;

2) recovering and repatriating American
remains;

3) accelerating efforts to provide docu-
ments that will help lead to the fullest
possible accounting of POW/MIAs;
and,

4) providing further assistance in imple-
menting trilateral investigations with
Laos.

I further determine that the appropriate
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laboratories associated with POW/MIA ac-
counting are thoroughly analyzing remains,
material, and other information and fulfilling
their responsibilities as set forth in sub-
section (B) of section 610, and information
pertaining to this accounting is being made
available to immediate family members in
compliance with 50 U.S.C. 435 note.

I have been advised and believe that sec-
tion 610 is unconstitutional because it pur-
ports to use a condition on appropriations
as a means to direct my execution of respon-
sibilities that the Constitution commits exclu-
sively to the President. I am providing this
determination as a matter of comity, while
reserving the position that the condition en-
acted in section 610 is unconstitutional.

In making this determination, I have taken
into account all information available to the
United States Government as reported to
me, the full range of ongoing accounting ac-
tivities in Vietnam, including joint and unilat-
eral Vietnamese efforts, and the concrete re-
sults we have attained as a result.

Finally, in making this determination, I
wish to reaffirm my continuing personal
commitment to the entire POW/MIA com-
munity, especially to the immediate families,
relatives, friends, and supporters of these
brave individuals, and to reconfirm that the
central, guiding principle of my Vietnam pol-
icy is to achieve the fullest possible account-
ing of our prisoners of war and missing in
action.

You are authorized and directed to report
this determination to the appropriate com-
mittees of the Congress and to publish it in
the Federal Register.

George W. Bush
NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the contents of this memorandum.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

May 6
In the afternoon, the President returned

from Camp David, MD, to Washington, DC,
where he and Mrs. Bush hosted a tee-ball
game on the South Lawn.

May 8
The President announced his intention to

nominate William Henry Lash III to be As-
sistant Secretary of Commerce for Market
Access Compliance.

The President announced the nomination
of Susan Morrisey Livingstone to be Under
Secretary of the Navy.

May 9
The President announced his intention to

nominate Vincent Martin Battle to be Am-
bassador to Lebanon.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Representative Asa Hutchinson to
be Administrator of the Drug Enforcement
Administration at the Department of Justice.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Brian Carlton Roseboro to be As-
sistant Secretary of the Treasury for Finan-
cial Markets.

The White House announced that the
President will travel to Philadelphia, PA, on
May 14.

May 10
In the afternoon, the President traveled to

Vienna, VA, and later, he returned to Wash-
ington, DC.

The President declared a major disaster in
Illinois and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by flooding beginning on April
18 and continuing.

May 11
In the afternoon, the President traveled to

Camp David, MD.
The President declared a major disaster in

Wisconsin and ordered Federal aid to sup-
plement State and local recovery efforts in
the area struck by flooding and severe storms
on April 10 and continuing.
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